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 Virtual Forum: 
Boy Scouts of America 

Unit & Membership Renewal

Thursday, March 21, 2024
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 Welcome and Introduction

Chuck Fippen, Council Commissioner
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● Criminal Background Check Waiting Period: New 
adult volunteers must complete a criminal 
background check (CBC) and wait for approval before 
assuming a leadership role.

● Simplified unit renewal: The focus of unit renewal is 
now on renewing the unit's charter and ensuring all 
adult leaders have completed necessary training and 
background checks.

● Individual Memberships: Your BSA membership, 
whether youth or adult, lasts for 12 months from the 
day you register. Renewals are independent of your 
unit's renewal cycle.

● Individual Fee Management: Members (or families) 
now directly renew their BSA memberships and pay 
associated fees. Units may choose to pay and 
manage these fees on behalf of members.

What’s changing?
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• Safety First: New adult volunteers need a 
completed and approved criminal background 
check (CBC) for youth protection. This ensures 
a safe Scouting experience for everyone.

• Streamlined process: Separating membership 
renewal simplifies the renewal process for both 
units and individual members.

• Focus on unit operations: The renewal process 
now focuses on ensuring the unit itself is 
prepared for the coming year.

• Flexibility for membership: Members have 
more control over their membership.

Benefits
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• Updated Process
Criminal Background Check (CBC) must be 
received BEFORE a new adult volunteer can 
assume a leadership role. 

• Workflow Change
• Applicant and unit Key 3 are notified via 

email that application is pending.
• During this review process, adults are not 

eligible to meet with youth
• Once completed, applicant and unit Key 3 are 

notified when review is completed.
• Major Impact

• 3-5 day delay for CBC processing and review
• Rechartering Units
• Camp Leaders
• New Units

Criminal Background Check
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Streamlined Renewal Process

Membership  Renewal: To renew youth and adult 
members’ 12-month registration with the BSA 
(regardless of when the unit renews).

Recharter is being replaced by:

Submit Signed Annual Unit 
Charter Agreement

Unit Renewal - To renew unit’s charter with the BSA. Renewal 
date is based on unit’s effective date.
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Renewal Fees
Unit Renewal

When: Annually on unit’s effective date

Window: Opens 2 months prior
Closes 1 month  after

Term: 12 months

Amount: Unit Renewal Fee ($100)
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Membership Renewal

When:  Individuals’ joining anniversary date

Window: Opens 2 months prior
Closes 1 month  after

Term: 12 months

Amount: Youth Registration ($85)
Youth Local Council Fee ($80)
Scout Life Subscription ($15)
OR

Adult Registration ($65)
Scout Life Subscription ($15)
OR

Merit Badge Counselor 
Registration ($25)

Renewal Fees
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• Effective April 1, 2024

• For all new and existing members

• Youth Members

• New member joining fee eliminated

• Annual registration increases by $5

• Adult Volunteers

• Annual registration increases by $5

More Info: https://cacin.us/24-membershipfee 

Reminder: National Membership Fee Change

https://cacin.us/24-membershipfee
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Unit Renewal
Occurs annually on unit’s effective date. 

• January 1 for majority of current Units.

Submit Signed Annual Unit 
Charter Agreement
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Sample Workflow

Unit Renewal
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Sample Workflow

Unit Renewal
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Sample Workflow

Unit Renewal
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Sample Workflow

Unit Renewal
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Sample Workflow

Unit Renewal

Annual Unit Charter Agreement is required and must be 
signed by the Chartered Organization Head, Chartered 
Organization Representative, and Unit Committee Chair.
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● Applies to all youth and adult members of the BSA.

● All registrations are for 12 months. 

● Renew on the anniversary of the member’s joining date.

● Membership renewal can be completed by either the individual / family or the unit.

○ Auto-Renewal - Individual membership renewal and fees are paid automatically by the individual 
after providing method of payment in My.Scouting. Must opt-out to prevent future payments.

○ Manual Renewal - Individual membership renewal and fees are paid to the unit or local council office. The 
unit or council receives the funds and then processes the renewal in My.Scouting.

○ Unit Paid Renewals - Individual membership renewal and fees are paid for by the unit using a method of 
payment provided by the unit. When unit opts-in to paying renewal for all members, the individual / family 
will not be able to pay for their own renewal.

Membership Renewal
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Membership Renewal
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• Decide: Will your unit pay renewals for 
all members?

• My.Scouting > Organization 
Manager > Settings

• Inform: Tell your parents about the 
changes and how this will affect them.

• Update: Ensure that parents’ correct 
email addresses are entered in 
My.Scouting or Scoutbook.

• Monitor: Look for renewal notices in 
your inbox starting in June (for August 
renewals).

Next Steps for Units
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My.Scouting > Organization Manager > Settings
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National resources are available at: 
https://cacin.us/24-unitrenewalsystem 

Additional Resources

https://cacin.us/24-unitrenewalsystem
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1

2

3 A friendly reminder that national registration fees will increase on April 1.

Key Reminders

National Registration Fees

Starting April 1, the waiting period for background checks begins. Ensure 
timely completion for new adult volunteers to prevent program interruption.

Criminal Background Checks

The streamlined renewal process is now live! Units can renew charters and 
individuals can renew memberships. They are no longer linked.

Unit & Membership Renewal




